Is it time for a new practice environment? Part III: designing and constructing your new practice environment.
In school, architects are taught "Form follows function," but all too often this concept is forgotten or not followed in planning medical practice environments. Things such as the architecture (look) of the building, the budget, the view from the office, etc., drive planning decisions when none of those can help promote doctor-patient interaction. The planning of a medical practice environment should follow an operational approach that is focused on the concept that best utilizing the doctors' time to provide care to more people is the ultimate goal. All decisions, from where the building is located, to where the exam rooms are located within the building, to how communication is handled, should all be based on how they best facilitate patent and doctor interaction.